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Sir Joseph Barnby (1838–1896) was born at York, as a son of organist Thomas Barnby. He was 
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Phœbus shines in spendour o’er us, 
Let us through the meadows roam; 
Nature’s face, so bright before us, 
Bids us wander from our home. 

Woods and groves are all inviting, 
Flowerets sweet adorn the ground; 
Birds, their cheerful songs reciting, 
Charm the lovely scene around.

Fields are perfumed with the sweetness 
Rising from the new-mown hay; 
Deer, disturbed, bound on with fleetness 
Over hill and dale away. 

Trees their giant limbs are spreading 
To afford a cooling shade; 
And the scented shrubs are shedding 
Sweets throughout the woodland glade.

Edwin Ransford (1805–1876)


