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This mass by Févin is based on an antiphon with the same name for the blessed virgin Mary. The 

antiphon can be found at 

https://www.traditioninaction.org/religious/Music_P000_files/P138_Sal.htm  

The manuscript of Févins mass is to be found at https://www.digitale-

sammlungen.de/en/view/bsb00079110?page=30,31  

Févin was obviously very much influenced by Josquin, with lots of voice-pairing imitation. Because 

of this he apparently found it superfluous to write whole reduced sections (e.g. the Christe) in the 

Kyrie, Gloria and Credo. Only the Pleni sunt, Benedictus and Agnus 2 are duets. 

Ficta 

All accidentals above the notes are editorial. A flat before the note (always E) means that it was 

actually right before the note, or a bit further on the same line. However, sometimes it seems 

obvious that it was still intended on the next line, without being written. In that case I also placed it 

above the note. Deciding between E or E-flat is regularly quite a puzzle, for instance when the top 

voice appears to be singing in the natural hexachord, with E-flats going on in the lower voices: 

should you adjust the top voice for harmonic unity, or enjoy the cross-relation mi-fa (never 

simultaneous by the way)? Dona nobis pacem is a case in point. 

At cadences I usually place a leading note sharp above the note. In the final Agnus however I 

didn’t. It has that atmosphere of endlessness, and phrases are quite short, so not yet developed 

enough for a conclusion, I felt. 

Ligatures and text underlay 

Text underlay in the manuscripts is sometimes helpful, and many times it isn’t. When it is, it can 

still be unclear to which note a syllable should best be assigned… When the underlay in the 

transcription is in brackets, that means the space was blank in the ms. Text in italics means I chose 

not to follow the underlay in the ms. This is particularly true for the Gloria and Credo; in the other 

movements I didn’t always bother, as there is a lot of blank space. 

Most of the time I respected the ligatures, so no syllable change there. In this mass they quite often 

seem to make sense in this respect. In the triple-time bit in the Osanna however, I got stuck trying to 

be docile. It seemed impossible to produce a text underlay that obeyed the ligatures and still felt sort 

of natural. So I ignored the ligatures here, but I did indicate them above the notes. If you like a 

puzzle, go ahead.  

The ligature in the top voice in bar 66 of the Kyrie was ignored because the motif is a repetition of 

the opening motif of Kyrie 2 in bar 56, where the ligatures are placed differently. 

 

Bert Schreuder 

https://www.traditioninaction.org/religious/Music_P000_files/P138_Sal.htm
https://www.digitale-sammlungen.de/en/view/bsb00079110?page=30,31
https://www.digitale-sammlungen.de/en/view/bsb00079110?page=30,31
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