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Song of the Wind
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Gertrude Mary Hine (1854-1946) was born in
Kentish Town, England, daughter of the eminent
landscape painter Henry George Hine (1811-1895).
Living in Hampstead, London, she became a respected
musician, known as a soloist and composer, especially
in conjunction with the Hampstead Choral Society.
Her compositions are mostly songs and part songs,
with her most popular compositions being a set of
nursery rhymes. In 1884, she married Alfred Robert
With (1852-1921). Among her nine sisters and four
brothers were Harry Hine, a member of the Institute of
Painters in Water-colours, William Egerton Hine, art
master at Harrow School, and Maud Egerton Hine
(1867-1927) who often collaborated as lyricist. She
died in Hampshire, England.



Whisper among the feathery grass,

And dimple the rivulet as I pass,

In the flower-starred field, on the sunlit hill,
Fetterless, joyful, I roam at my will.

And oft in a headlong, hurrying chase,

I drive the clouds through the azure space;
Then dropping I laugh in gathered sheaves,
Or whirl in a dance with the fallen leaves.

O’er the deep, deep ocean, a master am I,

As I mockingly hurl his waves on high,

And the foundering ships on the rocks I break;
Then turning I laugh at the havoc I make.

Through the churchyard in silence I wonderingly pass,
And scarce care to linger and play with the grass;

But I drop as I sobbingly hold in my breath,

And for once am subdued in the presence of death.

I tremblingly whisper around the old church
And wail in the ivy leaves over the porch;

Then entering softly I hush to a sigh,

For a spirit is there, a spirit who is greater than I.

Maud Egerton Hine (1867-1927)
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