Nigra sum, sed formosa,

filiae Jeridsalem,

Sicut tabernacula Cédar,
sicut pélles Salomonis.

Nolite me considerare
quod fidsca sim,

Quia decoloravit me sol.

Filii matris méae

pugnavérunt céntra me;
Posuérunt me custédem in vineis,

Vineam méam non custodivi.

Song

Indica mihi, quem diligit &nima méa,

Gbi pascas,

Ubi cubes in meridie,
Ne vagdri incipiam

post gréges sodalium tudérum.

of Songs 1:4-6

I am dark, but comely,

0 daughters of Jerusalem,
Like the tents of Kedar,
like the pelts of Solomon.
Do not gaze at me
because I am swarthy,
For the sun has discolored me.

The sons of my mother
contended against me;

They made me keeper of the vineyards;

My own vineyard I have not kept.

Tell me, you whom my soul loves,
where you pasture,

Where you lie down at midday,

Lest I begin to wander

after the flocks of your companions.

Nigra sum

I am dark, but comely,

Gioseffo Zarlino
(1517-1590)
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Emendations: Sop: m. 26-27, removed tie. 2nd tenor: m. 32, moved last 4 notes down a diatonic
step; m. 92, moved 2nd note down a semitone; m. 102, 1st note down minor 3rd. 1st tenor: m.
93-94, tied 2 quarters. We have used the capitalization and punctuation of the Vulgate Bible.



