






William Byrd (c.1540-1623)

Rorate cæli

Superius
[Soprano]

Medius
[Alto]

Contratenor
[Tenor]

Tenor
[Tenor]

Bassus
[Bass]
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Source: William Byrd: Gradualia, ac cantiones sacræ... Liber primus (2nd edition, 1610), vol.1 no.12.
Text: Isaiah 45:8; Psalm 84: 1
Liturgical function: Votive Mass of the Blessed Virgin Mary during Advent:

Introit:
Gradual:
Alleluia:
Offertory:
Communion:

I.49.3: previous sharp not corrected, but in the same passage in Salve sancta parens (Gradualia I, vol.1 no.6) this note begins a
new line without a repeated accidental.
II.52.2-55.1  Source has a single underlay repeat sign under the whole passage.  The above expansion is taken from the almost
identical setting in Salve sancta parens, bars 57-60.


cu

Drop dew ye heavens from above, and let the clouds rain the just: be the earth opened, and bud forth a saviour.
O Lord thou hast blessed thy land: thou hast turned away the captivity of Jacob.
Glory be...
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Rorate cæli
Tollite portas
Ave Maria
Ave Maria (without alleluia)
Beata viscera
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