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Editorial commentary

Firminus Caron (fl. 1460–75) was a French composer, possibly from Amiens in Northern France,
and one of the most successful composers of his time1. Today, however, his music survives
mostly in manuscripts copied in Italian cities during the second half of the fifteenth century.2

There are two extant sources of Caron’s Missa Clemens et benigna, both copied in Northern
Italy. The first—Trent, Castello del Buonconsiglio, Monumenti e Collezioni Provinciale, 1376
(formerly 89), referred to here as TrentC 89—was copied in Trent, probably during the 1460s.
The second—Modena, Biblioteca Estense e Universitaria, MS a. M.1.13, referred to here as
ModE M.1.13—was copied in Ferrara for the court of Duke Ercole d’Este I, probably during
the 1480s.2 This edition has been prepared from a facsimile3 of TrentC 89, ff. 378v–388r. In
this transmission, the mass is without attribution, but the title Clemens et benigna does appear
under the Tenor part of the first folio of the ‘Gloria’, ‘Credo’ and ‘Sanctus’ movements. The
title and attribution both appear at the top of the first folio of the ModE M.1.13 transmission
(f. 140v). TrentC 89 was chosen because it is the earlier of the two sources—and is therefore
chronologically closer to the date of composition—and because the only other edition4 of the
mass (the presentation of which is extremely eccentric) is based upon ModE M.1.13. This
edition was consulted in cases of ambiguity in the TrentC 89 transmission.

The ‘Benedictus’, which originally follows on directly from the “Hosanna” section of the ‘Sanctus’
on the same folio, has been separated into a separate movement in accordance with modern
convention.

Note values have been halved throughout. Changes in time signature are editorial unless
marked with the original mensuration sign either above the system or in a prefatory stave. A
system of regular barlines has been employed for ease of performance and study, but it should
be noted that the only barlines present in the source are those marking the ends of sections.
Unless enclosed in square brackets, all fermata signs are present in the source. The final notes
of sections, where written as a maxima in the source, are represented by a rectangular note-
head. All accidentals on the stave are either manuscript accidentals or editorial interpretations
of manuscript accidentals5, and all accidentals above the stave are editorial.

The source contains the entire mass text in the Superius part, but only the first few words of
each section in the lower parts. A modern spelling and punctuation of the mass text has been
adopted using the Liber usualis6 as a guide, as it is hoped that this will be more accessible to
the modern performer. Where words that are not repeated in the mass text have been repeated
here, they are separated by commas.

In order to make this edition useful to a variety of performers and scholars, a full text underlay
has been realized where it is not present in the source, but editorial interventions have been
marked as follows: syllables that are present in the source are presented in bold, syllables that

1David Fallows: Caron, Firminus, Grove Music Online, URL: http://www.oxfordmusiconline.com
2Rex Eakins/Jason Stoessel: The Sources, The Caron Web Site. May 2005, URL:

http://www.une.edu.au/music/Caron/sources.html
3Codex Tridentinus 89 (Roma, 1969)
4James Thomson (ed.): Les Oeuvres Complètes de Philippe (?) Caron (New York, 1971)
5For a full analysis of manuscript accidentals, see my essay The application of editorial accidentals in editions of

late fifteenth-century sacred polyphony, particularly Table 1.
6The Liber usualis, edited by the Benedictines of Solesmes (Tournai: Desclee, 1961)
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are present in the source but have been placed editorially (usually as a result of a whole word,
rather than a single syllable, being written under one note) are presented in normal text, and
syllables that have been added editorially are presented in italics. It should be noted, however,
that all placement of text in the original source is unclear to a certain extent; almost all of the
text has been subject to editorial interpretation.7

It is usual to precede a performance of the ‘Gloria’ or ‘Credo’ with the appropriate intonation.
I have not included these in the score as they are not present in the source, but two possible
intonations (taken from the Liber usualis6) are given below. 
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It is hoped that by making editorial elements of the edition distinct from those present in the
source, some flexibility in the realization of chromatic inflections and text underlay can be
retained. The mass can be performed as it appears in this edition, but more experienced per-
formers should feel free to experiment with changing chromatic inflections or text underlay
where they are marked as editorial.

Editorial notes

Asterisks in the score refer to the notes below, which have been kept separate from the music in
order to avoid a cluttered presentation.

Movt. Voice Bar Note Comments
Gloria B 1 The text “Et in terra” has been omitted
Credo T2 1 The text “Patrem” has been omitted

B 1 The text “Patrem omnipotentem” has been omitted
T1 59 1 ] on D line before note in manuscript5

B 79 2 G in manuscript
A 80 1 The text “fac” has been omitted (obvious scribal error)
T2 94 3 D in manuscript
A 125 1 Fermata omitted

Sanctus T1 47 2 [ on C line before note in manuscript5

T1 52 3 E in manuscript
Benedictus B 19 3 F in manuscript
Agnus Dei T2/B 1 The text “Agnus” has been omitted

7For more information on text underlay in this edition, see my essay Text underlay in editions of late fifteenth-
century sacred polyphony.
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