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Sweetest treasure of the heart,
Childhood’s early home;
Joy that never will depart,
Childhood’s early home;
Like the bird that wings the air,
Gaily singing, free from care,
We are happy, happy there,
Childhood’s early home.

All of pleasure we can know,
Childhood’s early home;
In this fleeting world below,
Childhood's early home;
Smiles and tears, like sun and showers,
Chase the merry laughing hours;
There our path is strown with flowers,
Childhood’s early home.

Kneeling by a mother’s side,
In our peaceful home;
When the golden shadows glide,
In our peaceful home;
By her gentle arm caressed,
To her bosom fondly pressed;
Only love can ever rest,
In our peaceful home.

Let us still its memory wear,
Childhood’s early home;
Holy thoughts are twining there,
Childhood’s early home;
Thoughts of love and kindred ties,
Thoughts the heart should dearly prize,
Till we soar beyond the skies.
To our heavenly home.

Fanny Crosby (1820–1915)


