Magnificat quarti toni - Guillaume le Heurteur

Transcribed and edited by Bert Schreuder, from Attaignant, Motettorum Liber Sextus (1534).
Further notes at the end..
Original clefs: C1; C3 and C4; C4; F4.
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Transcribed from Attaignant, Motettorum Liber Sextus (1334), to be found at
https-//imslp.org/wikiMotettorum®2C Book 6 (Attaingnant®2C Pierre) .

Very little 15 known of Le Heurteur’s life; he was a canon and preceptor of the choiboys at the
basilica of Si1ant Martin 1in Tours. His music was published between 1530 and 1549 by
Attaignant.

This magnificat has a sting 1n 1ts tail: in the “Sicut erat. .. Le Heurteur adds no less than two
voices: the contratenor 15 divided into a primus and secundus tenor, and the actual tenor 1s
followed by a canon at the fourth above. The increased density seems to require a slower
tempo; the music can be spiced up further by sharpening g's and ¢’s as leading notes,
producing clashes with other voices. Personally I'm quite fond of those prickly moments, but
others may find them unnecessary and obtrusive. The most debatable ones are placed between
parenthesis.

Text underlay 1n the source 1s indicative, not precise. When explicitly different from the
source, the text 1s 1n italics; when I felt the need to repeat text in blank space, the text 1s in
parenthesis. |



