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Notes on the composition

In this work, I have tried to capture the awe and reflect an aura of the calm, deep-night
mystery of the Incarnation of Jesus in Bethlehem, where stable animals witnessed, with
Mary and Joseph, a cosmic event that changed the course of history for ever - occurring
in that “fulness of time, fixed by the unsearchable counsel of God, when the Son of God
took upon him the nature of man, that he might reconcile it to its Maker.”

The music includes mainly twelve tone thematic but also whole tone harmonic material,
which lend a sense of mystery and reverence as the music unfolds. The given markings
for tempo are approximate and may be adjusted to suit the performance acoustics. The

three 4-part groups may be separated by some distance if there is adequate space in the

performance venue.

The text is the full responsory to the fourth lesson at Matins of Christmas Day and hence
includes the short Ave Maria, gratia plena: Dominus tecum that is often omitted in musical
settings.

O magnum mysterium
et admirabile sacramentum,
ut animalia viderent Dominum natum

O great mystery
and wonderful sacrament,
that animals should see the new-born Lord

jacentem in praesepio!

O beata Virgo, cujus viscera
meruerunt portare Dominum Christum.

Ave Maria, gratia plena:
Dominus tecum.

O beata Virgo, cujus viscera
meruerunt portare Dominum Christum.

lying in a manger!

O blessed is the Virgin, whose womb
was worthy to bear Christ the Lord.

Hail Mary, full of grace:
the Lord is with you.

Blessed is the Virgin whose womb
was worthy to bear Christ the Lord.

Alleluia!  Alleluia!
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Charles H. Giffen: O magnum mysterium
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