William Byrd
C. 1539/40 - 1623

Deus, 1n
Adjutorium

ed. Michael Winter

for 6 voices, SATTBarB

Reconstructed from the Baldwin Partbooks (Och MS.
979 - 983)




Deus, in adjutorium is a lengthy setting of vulgate psalm 69 which does
regrettably not survice in complete form. It's somewhat surprising that Byrd
never chose to publish this piece; it may be that it did not fit into the
intended scheme for the six-part section of Cantiones Sacrae II. It also may
be that the quality of this piece does not match the expert compositions
found in his published works but this piece nevertheless contained elements
of real compositional flair (partically in the final section of this piece).

This pieces has many characteristics that suggest it was written when Byrd
had developed his craft as a composer. The careful use of texture throughout
this piece illustrates the quality of the piece and the developing talent of this
composer, especially when compared to some of the other lacunary works
found in the Baldwin Partbooks. This piece must have had some popularity
when written has the piece has copied in at least one other set of manuscipts
however only the Contratenor II and Superius parts survive in this manuscipt
set.

Editorial Notes:

Source: Baldwin Partbooks (Christ Church, Oxford, MS. 979-83); Tenor
volume missing

Text: Italics indicate editorial text

Note Values: Original votes values have been retained.

Accidentals: Large print accidentals before the note appear in the source.
Small print accidentals above the note are editorial

Recommended Performance Pitch: As written although feel free to
transpose at will

Missing Tenor Part: Tenor part has been editorially supplied

Other notes: Bar 32, Medius, there is no dot next to the A in the source.

Should you spot any errors, or would like a transposed version, please feel
free to get in contact at michael_winter1@outlook.com

Michael Winter
St Albans
Oct 2020



Deus, in Adjutorium

William Byrd (c. 1538/40 - 1623)

ed. Michael Winter
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