




Quem terra, pontus, æthera
William Byrd (c.1540-1623)

Superius
[Alto]

Tenor
[Tenor]

Bassus
[Bass]
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Source: William Byrd: Gradualia, ac cantiones sacræ... Liber primus (2nd edition, 1610), vol.3 no.1.
Liturgical function: Matins hymn in the Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

I.28: sce eeq q
I.33-35: superna


-

Him whom earth, sea, and sky
Honour, adore and proclaim,
Ruling the three-part machine,
Mary’s womb carries.

He whom sun, moon and all things
Serve in due time
Is nurtured in a maiden’s womb
Transfused with heaven’s grace.

Mother, blessed in these gifts,
Whose heavenly artificer,
Whose hand contains the earth and sky,
Is enclosed in the ark of your womb.

Blessed by the heavenly messenger,
Made fertile of the Holy Spirit,
The one desired by all nations
Is revealed to all through your womb.

Glory be to Thee, O Lord,
Born of a Virgin,
with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
world without end. Amen.
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