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A prayer motet to Fesus Christ and the Holy Trinity
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Editorial notes:

This is a performer's edition, and as such ligature brackets, colouration brackets, added text in italics and other such editioral procedures have been
omitted to improve readibiltity.

For an academic edition of this piece please email humphreythompson@me.com.

The joint attribution of this piece has been the matter of some debate. Baldwin assigns to Taverner the first section (in triple time) and to Tye the second
section (in duple time). John Milsom has convincingly defended this view on stylistic grounds, and certainly anyone with knowledge of Tye's Missa

Euge Bone will recongnise similar features here (use of stretto and pervasive imitation, the latter of which Taverner also employs). If we are to accept the
joint attribution, we must also marvel at Tye's sensitivity and response to the music of Taverner's half, the two men together prodcuing one of the absolute
finest works of the Tudor period.

Dating this piece is not possible based on manuscript evidence, but the density of syllabic setting, the style of cadences, the harmonic and melodic idiom,
the theological nature of the text and the voicing suggest a date in the 1540s, just as Cranmerian experiments were starting and votive antiphons were
falling out of fashion.

The matter of pitch is also hotly debated. While Harry Christophers and Peter Philips, notably, have recorded works with a high Treble range in the orginal
pitch, it is not necessarily the case that this would have been close to the performance pitch in practice. For a discussion of Tudor pitch, see Roger Bowers'
excellent work on the topic. David Skinner and Alamire's recoring, on the Obsidian label, is the best of the lot and transposes the piece into D major, which
has been done here.

It is important to note also that this piece is zor a Marian votive antiphon, as is annoyingly and often claimed. The theological text makes only a passing reference
to the Virgin and instead centres on Jesus and the Trinity. Ludford's Domine Fesu Christe, is of a similar nature.




