Gascongne — Missa L’aultre jour permy ces champs
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This mass by Gascongne must be based on a chanson of the same name. The only chanson with that
title I was able to find on the internet was ”’L’autre jour jouer m’aloye parmy ces champs” by Pierre
Certon, who was far too young to have written anything that Gascongne could have used as a
model. Indeed, there is no musical resemblance between chanson and mass.

The mass is online available at https://digi.vatlib.it/view/MSS_Capp.Sist.26 , starting at 102v.

Some noteworthy features in this mass:

A head-motive, appearing in all the movements; we can safely assume that it was

derived from the model.

In the duets ‘Pleni sunt’ and especially at ‘In nomine’ in the ‘Benedictus’ Gascongne

composed points of imitation starting on an offbeat dotted semibreve, which is quite rare in
continental music; English contemporaries used this quite a lot:
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One melodic feature he uses a couple of times in this mass is a repeated motif with a dotted
rhythm, mostly descending, which you can see on the first page in the top part, second and
third line. Another example of this, but this time with fewer fusa’s (quavers), from the
Sanctus:

= ctus, San = ctus Do - minus De =

T t
1 1
—a
| -

| 17
' F

Do -mi - nus De - us Sa - - - ba -

L%




Ligatures and text underlay

In most cases ligatures were ‘obeyed’, so no new syllable on the second note. There are a few
exceptions however. In bar 49 in the tenor part the repeated f’s after the second note under the
ligature (also f) are begging for ‘Kyrie’ to start on that second note of the ligature. This seems to me
to be a clear example of a ligature not implying anything concerning text placement.

In bar 27 in the top part of the Agnus Dei (which is the same as bar 92) the ligature very much stood
in the way of what | perceived as logical text placement, so | ignored it there. More generally
speaking, after having transcribed seven masses and some motets from this period, so far the
ligatures never gave me the idea that they clarified anything, either concerning structure or text
placement. Nonetheless, when they don’t get in the way, I’ll follow them.

Text placement in Kyrie, Sanctus and Agnus Dei is mostly mine, as the text underlay in the ms is
very rudimentary. What struck me in the Kyrie, is that the text was given as ‘Kyrie...... Leyson’. In
another mass by Gascongne it was sometimes written as one word: ‘Kyrieleyson’. In transcribing
this mass, I didn’t feel the need to use these abbreviated forms, at least not in the Kyrie. In the
Credo however, the ‘lium’ in ‘Filium Dei’ was underlaid as one syllable, which | followed:
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Text undelay in parenthesis means the ms was blank at that point; text in italics means I did not
follow the underlay in the ms.

Bert Schreuder
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