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Pro Defunctis



Missa Pro Defunctis

Antoine Brumel was frequently alluded to by his contemporaries as one of the most prominent
composers from around 1490-1520. Little is known about his early life, but he was probably born west
of Chartres, perhaps in the town of Brunelles, making him one of the first of the

Netherlandish composers who was actually French. He held posts at St Peter's in Geneva (until 1492) and
Laon (around 1497) before becoming choirmaster to the boys at Notre-Dame de Paris from 1498 to 1500,
and choirmaster to Alfonso I d'Este at Ferrara from 1506, replacing the famous composer Jacob Obrecht .
The chapel there was disbanded in 1510, after which he evidently stayed in Italy; several documents
connect him with churches in Faenza and Mantua, where he probably died in 1512 or shortly after.

He is known to have written at least one work after his dismissal from Ferrara (the Missa de beata virgine),
and he may have still have been alive in 1513 since there is a mention in a treatise of Vincenzo Galilei
that Brumel was one of a group of composers who met with Pope Leo X in that year.

The Missa Pro Defunctis first appeared in a collection of masses released by Andreas de Antiquis in 1519;
It must has achieved a certain amount of fame, as it appeared again in another collection, put together
by Giacomo Junta in 1522.

Brumel's Missa pro defunctis for four voices, a late work, is notable for being the first Requiem to include
a polyphonic setting of the Dies Iree.Each movement is apparently based on a plainchant, but not all can

be identified today. The unknown chants are in the Christe, Sanctus and Agnus Dei; the others can be
found in the Liber Usualis.

Commentary:

The Missa pro Defunctis is written at a low pitch; suggestions for performance would be ATTB.

Note values have been halved.

Suggested accidentals have been placed above notes in the score.
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