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Novello and Company

(1913)

William Webster Pearson (1839-1913) was born at

Bishop Auckland, Durham, England. He was a chorister of
York Minster, but was mainly a self-taught musician. He
served as organist and choirmaster of Elmhurst Parish
Church, Norfolk; was violinist with a quintet at East
Dereham; taught violin at Norfolk County School,
Dereham; served as master of music and art at Watts’
Naval College, North Elmham; was conductor of numerous
bands; and a teacher of violin, organ, and piano. He
invented a system of sight-singing called “Substitution of
Pitch” or “Staff Tonic Sol-Fa” and developed a staff
modulator to aid the learning of sight-singing. His
compositions include anthems, organ works, piano pieces,
songs, dance music, a cantata for female voices, and part
songs. A number of his part songs were very popular. He
was also a skilled amateur artist, painting in oil and
watercolor. He died at South Walsham, Norfolk.
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'Tis a fearful sight, on a Winter’s night,
When the wind on the moors is high,

And here and there the furnace-glare,

Is ruddy across the sky:

And horribly bright from its funnel’s height
A sheet of flame is cast;

And far below is the livid glow

Of the iron melting fast.

A weary watch, while others sleep,

A weary watch have we;

When the frost is sharp, and the night is deep,
And as lone as lone can be:

And the blast, that naught can weary, roars
To the wind that roars again;

You might keep alive, with the air it pours,
Two hundred thousand men!

And hour by hour, as the distant stroke
Of the old church-clock we hear,

We feed the furnace with lime and coke,
Whereon he makes good cheer:

And hour by hour, in his red, red sides,
He melts the ore away;

And the liquid stream of metal glides
From the hearth to its bed of clay.

John Mason Neale (1818-1866)
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