PSALM 136 (137): 1-4

Super fliumina Babylodnis,

illic sédimus et flévimus,

dum recordarémur tui, Sion.
In salicibus in médio éius
suspéndimus érgana ndéstra.
Quia illic interrogavérunt nos,
qui captivos duxérunt nos,
vérba cantiénum.

Et qui abduxérunt nos:
"Hymnum cantate ndébis

de céanticis Sion.”

Quémodo cantdbimus canticum DSmini
in térra aliéna?

Above the streams of Babylon,
there we sat and wept,

while we remembered you, Zion.
On the willow trees in its center
we hung up our instruments.
For there they demanded of us,
who led us into captivity,

the words of songs.

And they who led us away:

"Sing us a hymn

from the songs of Zion."
How shall we sing the Lord's song

in a foreign land?

Super flumina Babyvlonis

Nicolas Gombert
(Flemish, c.1495-c.1560)
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From Gombert's first book of motets for four voices, provided on microfilm by
the New York Public Library. The notation here is a tone higher than in the
original, with time values halved. Translation, text underlay and musica ficta by

John Hetland and The Renaissance Street Singers.
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