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Willy’s rare, and Willy’s fair,
And Willy’s wond’rous bonny,
And Willy hecht to marry me,
Gin e’er he marry’d ony.

O came you by yon Water-side,
Pu’d you the Rose or Lily;
Or came you by yon Meadow green,
Or saw you my sweet Willy?

She sought him East, she sought him West,
She sought him braid and narrow;
Syne in the clifting o’ a Craig,
She found him drown’d in Yarrow.

attr. William Thompson (1695–1753)

hecht = promised
gin = before (hard g)
pu’d = pulled
braid and narrow = far and near
syne = eventually
clifting = cleft or fissure

Sir Hugh Stevenson Roberton (1874–1952) was born in Glasgow, Scotland, son of a Funeral 
Undertaker and Carriage Hirer, and served as an assistant in the family enterprise, eventually 
becoming manager. He first established his musical career as conductor of the Toynbee House 
Choir in Glasgow. He took leadership of the Toynbee Musical Association and transformed it, 
founding the  Glasgow Orpheus  Choir.  He was  director  of  the  Orpheus  choir  for  almost  fifty  
years, leading it to national and international recognition. The Orpheus Choir had no equal in 
Britain  and  toured  widely.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  significant  British  coral  
directors  in  history.  He  was  also  active  as  teacher,  composer,  adjudicator,  critic,  poet,  
playwright, essayist, and lecturer. He died at his home in Cathcart, Glasgow. His son was the 
Australian  politician  and  diplomat  Hugh  Roberton.  His  compositions  include  a  significant  
number of part-songs, especially settings of Scottish folk songs. 
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