
Jean	Richafort

Magnificat	octavi	toni
Source:	Attaignant,	Liber	sextus,	13	magnificats	in	tone	4-8,	1534.
Note	values	halved.
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Some notes on this edition: 

The partbooks can be found at 

https://imslp.org/wiki/Motettorum,_Book_6_(Attaingnant,_Pierre)  

Text underlay roughly follows the source; apparently it was left to the singers how precisely 

to distribute the syllables over the notes, so in this case I made those choices. Text in 

parenthesis means there was no text below the notes, text in italics means my  underlay differs 

from the source. 

There aren’t many ligatures in the source; almost all of them were ‘obeyed’, so no change of 

syllable within a ligature. Only once I thought the ligature got in the way, so at “in principio” 

in bar 184 in the alto I ingored it. 

The source uses the spelling “michi magna”, which most likely was pronounced with a ‘k’ for 

the ch, so I kept this spelling. 

In bar 126 the voice-leading is a bit rough, which makes me wonder if it was really intended: 

the g-f-d progression in the alto coincides with e-d in the bass, causing at first a spicy 

dissonant f-e, followed by a hidden paralles octave. The f in the alto could easily have been 

replaced by a downward c, solving the problem, but making it less spicy as well. I’m not sure 

what I prefer. 

 

 

Bert Schreuder 

https://imslp.org/wiki/Motettorum,_Book_6_(Attaingnant,_Pierre)

