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This mass by Gascongne survives in Capp.Sist.26, online available at  

https://digi.vatlib.it/view/MSS_Capp.Sist.26 starting at 78V. 

The mass is based on the chanson with the same name by Josquin, which is available from IMSLP. 

 

Some bits of the mass were written in a very syllabic chanson style, especially in the Credo; 

however at the end of that movement there is a relatively elaborate polyphonic ‘Amen’. 

 

Of course Gascongne used material from Josquin’s chanson, sometimes also as a cantus firmus: in 

the beginning of the Sanctus the tenor part has the canon (rule) “Crescit in duplo” with the notes of 

the opening melody of the chanson, which means all values have to be doubled (notes and rests), 

unfortunately with the exception of note five and six, so that took some trial and error on my part… 

 
In the ‘Osanna’ the tenor repeats the opening phrase of the song in long notes, each consecutive 

time a tone higher: “Gradatim scande”, the canon says. In Agnus Dei 1 the tenor sings the opening 

melody backwards (‘cancriza’) with doubled note values. Here, as well as in the Osanna, the scribe 

provided the resolution. In Agnus Dei 3 the bass sings the tenor melody of the second verse in long 

notes. As far as I know this is the only surviving mass by Gascongne in which he uses this cantus 

firmus technique. 

 

Gloria and Credo both end in triple time. In the Gloria, starting at ‘Cum Sancto Spiritu’, the soprano 

is notated in O3 and sticks to void notation, while the other parts remain in alla breve with black 

notation. In the Credo all parts are in black notation in alla breve. 

 

Gascongne’s dissonance treatment can be a bit rough at times: a 9-8 resolution is not uncommon 

(e.g. Kyrie bar 16 between S and B, or Christe bar 26 between S and C, which is actually a 2-1 

resolution). Nonetheless I found two instances which I didn’t believe: Gloria bar 13: the a in the S 

seems too unlikely, so I changed it into a g. In bar 39 of the Gloria the 4th note in the T reads g, 

which I changed into an a. These changes are indicated in the score. 

I also found an unhidden parallel fifth in bar 18-19 of the Sanctus between S and B, going from cg 

to da. It could easily have been avoided by having the bass going directly from c to f. It makes you 

wonder: didn’t he notice, or didn’t he mind? Or is it a scribal error? 

 

Most of the time I ‘obeyed’ ligatures: no change of syllable there. However, they sometimes got 

seriously in the way of what I perceived as a logical text placement; in those cases I ignored them. 

In Gloria and Credo I basically followed the text placement of the source. In the other three 

movements I took more liberties. At ‘Sabaoth’ in the Sanctus I provided two alternatives in S and 

B: one melismatic, and the second emphasizing the motivic repetition with text repetition. 

 

Bert Schreuder 

https://digi.vatlib.it/view/MSS_Capp.Sist.26
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