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On a Christmas Eve

Cheryl Lynn Helm (b. 1957)Robert Herrick (1591-1674)

The recorder (soprano vocalist) represents a distant Christmas Eve religious service which the villagers (choir) are preparing to attend.
The villagers are engaged in traditional holiday preparations and revelry. At the end, they join the Puer natus est chant and fade away.

The recorder (or soprano vocalist) should be somewhat apart from the choir, so as to effect the "at a distance."

Freely, and as if at a distance

The text incorporates following two poems by 17th-century poet Robert Herrick:

Christmas-Eve, Another Ceremony

Come guard this night the Christmas-Pie,
That the thief, though ne'er so sly,

With his flesh-hooks, don't come nigh
To catch it

From him, who all alone sits there,
Having his eyes still in his ear,

And a deal of nightly fear
To watch it.

Another to the Maids

Wash your hands, or else the fire
Will not tind to your desire;

Unwashed hands, ye maidens, know,
Dead the fire, though ye blow.

gently, child-like

moderately, in 2

fade to silence

© Cheryl Lynn Helm
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