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Orazio Benevoli (1605 — 1672) was
an Italian composer of French
parents. At the age of 18, he
obtained the position of maestro di
cappella of the Vatican church of S
Maria in Trastevere. In 1644 he
became Kapellmeister to Archduke
Leopold Wilhelm in Vienna, but
returned to Rome two years later as
maestro in the St Peter.

Benevoli was erroneously named as
the composer of the 53-part Missa
Salisburgensis until it transpired that
the date was not 1628, but 1682 and
that is was composed by Heinrich
Biber.

Benevoli wrote several masses for
large forces. These continue to be in
the Palestina style as was required at
the time, be it with several modern

References

elements. The various choirs are to
be placed far apart to yield a
dramatic effect of going around in
semi-imitation followed by uniting
of all voices.

There is no indication if the present
Mass in Angustia Pestilenti® was
actually written out of fear for
plague; the last plague pandemic hit
Europe from 1347 to 1353.

The source of this mass 1s a
manuscript copy from the Biblioteca
in Bologna. Text placing is often
partial and approximate, as can be
seen on the frontpage. At a few
dense places the notes have become
blurred, but could be reconstructed
by imitating other voices.

Woerden, March 2023.

The New grove, Dictionary of Music and Musicians. Macmillan Publ; 1980
Catalogo della Biblioteca del Liceo Musicale di Bologna

Frontpage: First page from the original manuscript.
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