
Hello!  
 
I’m thrilled to make available this work by Ethel Smyth (pr. /sma:Iɸ/). It hasn’t been 
published since this 1911 edition. I scanned it to make it available for free to everyone, 
because the libraries who owned it haven’t done anything with it.  
 
Sorry some of the pages are a little tilted: that scanner was cool but not always easy to 
manage. If it freaks your singers out, tell them to imagine me sitting at a scanner in the 
British Library grinning wildly with the excitement of letting this song back into the 
wild, getting carried away, and maybe it will help remind them get carried away with 
this song, too. 
 
 
Note on the text: 
According to lieder.net, this text has been set two by composers after Smyth, but she 
apparently was the first. “From a Christ Church M-S. 16th Century” means that it was 
found in a manuscript  – likely one poem from a book of poems, though honestly it 
could have been a sarcastic scribble in the margins of someone’s prayer book. I haven’t 
hunted down the original to determine for sure this was intended to have a sacred, 
didactic message. The music, I think, suggests that Smyth has some ideas about what it 
means, and it’s not straightforward playfulness. 
 
The German text is provided because this edition was produced in Germany, where 
Smyth went to study composition and escape the sexism and homophobia of Victorian 
England. The text is originally English, and I only recommend singing this in English. 
 
 
Note on the dedicatee: 
Violet Gordon-Woodhouse, was a well-known British keyboardist and friend of Smyth.  
 
As well as being brilliant musicians whose works are worthy of inclusion in the major 
canon, both Smyth and Woodhouse lived lives of LGBTQIAA+ feminist icons.  
 
 
 
I hope you, your choir, your accompanist, and your audiences enjoy “Hey Nonny No.” 
It’s one of several Smyth songs I collected at the British Library, all of which will be 
available on CPDL as soon as I can prepare them.  
 
Amelia Nagoski , DMA 
2023 
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